1O PICTURE PERFECT SITES
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A place of great natural beauty, Alderley
Edge gets its name from the escarpment of red sandstone that rises 160m out of
the gently rolling Cheshire Plain, known as the Edge, which has spectacular views
across Cheshire and towards the Peak District and Manchester. Off the A34.

ALDERLEY EDGE
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Rising high
above the Cheshire Plain, Beeston Castle boasts some of
Cheshire’s most spectacular views. Standing 500 feet
above the Plain, the magnificent panorama that can be
viewed, can on a clear day, extend to as many as eight
different counties. Off the A49. www.english-heritage.org.uk

BEESTON CASTLE
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Downstream from
Northwich along the River Weaver Valley lie Dutton Locks.
They are located in the most tranquil of settings, and next to them
can be seen the pretty cottages and gardens that were originally assigned to the
lock keepers. Off A533 near Northwich.

DUTTON LOCKS

4 GREAT BUDWORTH AND
BUDWORTH MERE This is one of the most well known

villages in the county, its black and white half timbered houses and seventeenth
century red-brick houses are truly spectacular. It really does give the visitor a
sense of going back in time, with some buildings dating back to the fourteenth
century. Off A559 near Northwich.
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HOLMES CHAPEL After fresh snowfall it is hard to imagine a

more idyllic representation of the English Countryside than the meandering River
Dane below the viaduct at Holmes Chapel. A footpath runs upstream from the river
to the secluded hamlet of Swettenham. The tiny village oozes
character and with its lengthy history, the village has
various features that endear it to the visitor. A54/A50
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LITTLE MORETON HALL

Fifteenth century Little Moreton Hall represents
probably the finest example of a half-timbered
moated manor house in the UK – and consequently is
one of Cheshire’s most famous and best loved
buildings. A34 near Congleton.

7

INTERESTING FACTS
• CHOLMONDELEY is home to the lovely Temple Garden
which dates back to the 1870s. The magnificent Temple
itself was relocated from the gardens of Cholmondeley’s
16th Century Old Hall. Early in the year, the pool reflects
glorious spring blossom whilst rich autumnal colours
provide a stunning display during late September and
October.
• Housed within BIDDULPH are some unusual and innovative
features including 2 pairs of stone sphinxes that guard a
hidden court and obelisks. Within the garden, a stone
doorway leads along a dark passage to the sinister Ape of
Thoth, Egyptian God of Botany.
• Hidden treasures such as The White Tower, The Swiss
Bridge, and the interestingly named “Awful Precipice”
await those who visit HAWKSTONE. The Grotto is perhaps
one of the most captivating and enchanting aspects of the
Park, as the series of caves and caverns take on an almost
mythical appearance to visitors.
• A statue of Priapus, God of garden fertility, is located
towards the corner of the house at BODNANT GARDEN.
From here, the garden leads onto The Upper Rose Terrace
which offers magnificent vistas across the landscape
towards the River Conwy and Snowdonia.
• The Japanese garden at TATTON PARK harbours many
spectacular artefacts, many of which are thought to have
been imported straight from Japan. The garden contains a
miniature representation of Mount Fuji, the most famous
mountain in Japan, with a mound capped with white
stones to imitate snow.

THORNTON HOUGH

The tranquil hamlet of Thornton Hough has retained its idyllic rural
surroundings boasting a long and varied history, dating back to the reign of Edward
II. The shorter history of Port Sunlight does not reduce its beauty, and the town
includes buildings such as the Lady Lever Art Gallery - the magnificence of which is
accented by its long, tree-lined approach. Off the A540.

DISCOVER
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Described as the North West’s jewel, Chester is world
renowned. It has a wealth of history going back to Roman times and ancient
history is all around. Whether it is sightseeing, shopping, or relaxing, Chester
caters for all ages and all tastes.

CHESTER
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The phenomenal panorama provided from
this vantage point 1690 feet above sea level speaks for itself, where on a clear
day the extent of the views seems almost limitless. The name of the pub
continues the long standing folklore of the grinning Cheshire Cat, one of the most
widely recognised symbols of the county. A537 Macclesfield to Buxton.

CAT AND FIDDLE
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ASTBURY A gem in Cheshire’s countryside, Astbury boasts one of

the few remaining traditional village greens in the county. This beautiful village
seems almost lost in time, its tranquility in stark contrast to the hectic lifestyle
experienced in many of the larger towns nearby. Off the A34.

The EUROPEAN GARDEN HERITAGE NETWORK (EGHN) is working to redefine the
value of parks and gardens in North West Europe, the way they are utilised and the
people who use them. The project involves Cheshire, Somerset and Surrey County
Council's working in partnership with Northrhine-Westphalia in Germany and
Western Loire in France to deliver a series of key tools to change the way we
access, interpret and market our gardens.

FIVE TOP GARDENS AND
10 PICTURE-PERFECT
DESTINATIONS
www.imaginethegarden.com

BODNANT GARDENS

ENGLAND’S
GARDEN
Described as GATEWAY, Cheshire is
particularly well blessed with top quality
gardens. Discover an ideal place to
follow a path that takes you to
some of the most ‘picture-perfect’
parts of our county and beyond.
The trail takes you from the lowlying, leafy and pastoral Cheshire
Plain, to the stunning views and
vistas from the Peak District.
The route includes some of the
most magnificent and stunning
sites in the county, as well as
uncovering some of its hidden
gems. It features a wide range of
locations, from charming country
pubs to idyllic rural villages and
from ancient castles to
scenic walks.
One of the finest
examples on the trail is
Hawkstone Park, with
its winding paths,
grottos and spectacular
views. Relax in the
gardens of the
characteristically gothic
Cholmondeley Castle, or enjoy the
equally beautiful Japanese Garden
of Tatton Park.
Enjoy this varied trail that helps
you delve deep into Cheshire’s
countryside and to explore some
of the county’s best kept secrets.
Choose a few destinations – or all
of them – it’s up to you!
Opening times and prices correct at time of print.

TATTON PARK

Situated not far from Conwy, on the North
Wales coast, this beautiful garden covers a
vast expanse of around 80 acres of land, with
its location creating spectacular views to the
west towards the Welsh mountains of
Snowdonia. The gardens have much to
offer, perfect for games of hide and
seek, picnics, and simply admiring
the landscaping, the gardens are
popular with people of all ages.
Of particular speciality is ‘The
Dell’ - a landscape that one
would perhaps associate more
with Victorian notions of the
picturesque.

Bodnant Garden, Tal-y-Cafn,
Nr Colwyn Bay, Conwy LL28 5RE

Tatton Park is one of Cheshire’s most famous
tourist sites. This beautiful manor house
and estate was itself in existence as far back
as the publication of the Doomsday Book in
1066. The gardens are arguably amongst
the finest in England, boasting almost every
garden style popular since they were first
laid out in 1715. The Japanese
garden is widely recognised as
one of the most remarkable
examples of its kind in
Europe. Tatton has 1000
acres of parkland, housing
red and fallow deer, along
with a spectacular lake
which appeals to
visitors of every age.

Tel: 01492 650460
www.bodnantgarden.co.uk
OPENING TIMES
March - Beginning Nov
10-5pm Daily.
ADMISSION
Adult £6,
child £3.

Tatton Park, Knutsford,
Cheshire WA16 6QN
Telephone: 01625 534400
Email:
tatton@cheshire.gov.uk
www.tattonpark.org.uk
OPENING TIMES
Gardens open all year,
daily except Monday.
Closed Christmas Day.
Opening times vary from
high to low season.
ADMISSION
Gardens
(mansion separate)
Adult £3.50, family £9
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CHOLMONDELEY
CASTLE
Set on top of a hill and
surrounded by countryside that
evokes a sense of peace and
timelessness, Cholmondeley Castle
and its gardens are one of the most
beautiful sights in Cheshire. The
gardens are vibrant and colourful
throughout the year, ranging from
vast swathes of daffodils in the spring
to cherries and maples in the autumn.
Visitors today can enjoy this
wonderful hilltop location, together
with its wide lawns, and picturesque
landscape. This dynamic landscape is
a pleasure to visit in all seasons.

Nantwich

CHOLMONDELEY
CASTLE

BIDDULPH
GRANGE

Set just outside the County,
this beautiful garden of Victorian
design is a must-see. This
spectacular array of gardens
provides an almost surreal
experience for the visitor.
Restored since 1988, this garden
triggers all of the senses, with
dividing walls and hedges
concealing the features from a
distance. There is something to
see in all seasons, and the
nature of adventure and intrigue
means that Biddulph appeals to
all, no matter what age.

Biddulph Grange,
Grange Road,
Biddulph,
Staffordshire ST8 7SD.
Tel: 01782 517999
Email: biddulphgrange@
nationaltrust.org.uk
OPENING TIMES
Easter - Oct:
11.30am-6pm Wed-Sun.
Nov - Mid Dec:
11am- 3pm Wed-Sun.
ADMISSION
Main season £5.30,
child £2.60, family £13.
Groups £4.50.
Nov – Dec Adult £2,
child £1, family £5.

HAWKSTONE PARK
HAWKSTONE
PARK

Cholmondeley Castle,
Malpas, Cheshire SY14 8AH

OPENING TIMES Weds, Thurs, Sun
and Bank Holidays 11.30am–5pm.

Telephone: 01829 720383

ADMISSION £4 adult, child £1.50.

www.cholmondeleycastle.co.uk

Good disabled facilities.

The dramatic landscape of Hawkstone
Park and Follies is not at all in keeping
with the surrounding landscape of rural
Shropshire. Visitors are able to
experience Hawkstone’s rugged beauty,
with many winding paths leading to mystical
caves, grottos and vantage points with many
spectacular views across the County. This
undulating and magnificent park fits very
much with original ideas of the picturesque,
with such a spectacular and wild landscape.

Hawkstone Park,
Weston-under Redcastle,
Shrewsbury,
Shropshire SY4 5UY
Tel: 01939 200611
www.hawkstone.co.uk
OPENING TIMES
Open daily, check for times.
ADMISSION
Adult £5.95, child £3.95,
family £17.

